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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1959 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  again  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  to  you. 

Generally,  the  year  1959  gave  a  very  satisfactory  record. 

The  vital  statistics  showed  little  significant  change,  except  that 
the  target  of  a  nil  infant  mortality  rate  was  at  last  achieved.  This  has 
been  the  aim  of  all  concerned  in  the  fields  of  ante -natal  and  infant  care 
for  very  many  years  as  also  in  the  other  fields  of  public  health.  It  used 
to  be  said  that  the  health  of  a  district  could  be  gauged  by  the  state  of 
the  infant  mortality  rate  ! 

Though  a  matter  of  great  encouragment,  there  is  yet  no  cause  for 
complacency  but  need  of  further  efforts  in  the  future  to  keep  the  rate 
as  low  as  possible. 

The  hard  core  of  congenital  malformations  and  prematurity  still 
remains  and  indeed  this  nil  infant  mortality  rate  of  1959  might  not  have 
been  achieved  as  there  was  one  death  from  congenital  defects  at  a  later  age. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  for  the  third  successive  year,  no  death  of  a 
mother  from  pregnancy  or  child  birth  occurred. 

Unfortunately,  there  was  again  one  death  from  a  motor  vehicle 
accident  and  the  number  of  deaths  grouped  in  “  all  other  accidents  ” 
rose  to  three,  compared  with  none,  in  1958.  Two  of  these  three  deaths 
were  from  accidents  at  work  and  one  a  fall  of  an  elderly  person  at  home. 

Six  deaths  from  Influenza  were  recorded  in  the  early  months  of  the 
year  when  the  disease  was  prevalent  in  the  district.  In  the  previous 
year,  there  was  no  death  from  this  cause. 

A  welcome  feature  of  the  year  was  the  decrease  in  incidence  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  to  two  notifications  of  residents  (as  distinct  from 
notifications  from  the  hosiptal)  compared  with  nine,  the  previous  year. 
Modern  methods  of  treatment  with  quick  recovery  and  lessened  risk  of 
dissemination  together  with  intensive  efforts  in  case  finding  and  regular 
visits  of  the  mass  radiography  unit,  appear  to  be  having  their  effect. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  rose  sharply,  due  almost  entirely 
to  a  considerable  outbreak  of  Measles  numbering  379  cases. 

No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  or  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  during  the 

year. 


3 


The  building  of  new  houses  by  the  Council  proceeded  very  satis¬ 
factorily  and  it  is  encouraging  to  consider  that  by  early  i960,  all  the 
families  living  in  slum  clearance  houses  in  the  old  West  Wylam  village 
will  have  been  rehoused  and  rehousing  of  the  families  in  the  decrepit 
back-to-back  houses  at  Mickley  will  be  commencing. 

Atmospheric  pollution  by  the  West  Wylam  Colliery  Spoilbank 
decreased  to  a  noticeable  degree  due  to  vigorous  action  by  the  National 
Coal  Board  and  the  Council  decided  to  adopt  the  bye-laws  in  which 
only  fireplaces  able  to  burn  smokeless  fuel  be  fitted  in  new  houses. 

The  other  activities  of  the  department  functioned  steadily  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

I  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  for  their  sustained  interest  and  co-operation  all  during  the  year 
and  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  high 
standard  of  work  by  Mr.  Tweddle,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  of 
the  excellent  work  of  Miss  Gray,  Clerk/Typist  to  the  department  and 
also  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Clerk  and  other  officers  of  the  Council. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.— VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres)  . .  .  .  . ,  .  .  .  .  3,889 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid¬ 
year  Home  Population)  .  .  ,  .  .  .  10,190 

Inhabited  Houses  . .  . .  . ,  . .  3,002 

The  chief  industries  in  the  district  are  the  I.C.I.  Chemical  Works, 
which  are  of  considerable  size  and  coal  mining  which  is  gradually  beginning 
to  diminish. 


POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
urban  district  was  10,190,  an  increase  of  50  on  the  population  of  the 
previous  year.  The  population  continued  to  show  a  small  and  gradual 
increase. 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  births  registered  totalled  157  (78  male  and  79  female). 
In  1958,  180  births  were  registered,  giving  a  decrease  of  23  births  in  the  two 
years.  The  decrease  was  slightly  larger  in  the  number  of  male  births. 
The  number  of  births  in  1958  was  the  highest  recorded  during  the  last 
ten  years,  the  birth  rate  for  that  year  being  17.5.  Approximating  the 
rates  for  the  immediate  post-war  years  of  1947  and  1948,  the  birth  rate 
for  1959  for  the  urban  district  was  15.2,  a  more  usual  rate,  and  that  for 
the  country  was  16.5. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  reduced  to  one,  from  three, 
in  1958  and  two,  in  19.57- 


Still  Births 

During  the  year,  four  still  births  occurred,  compared  with  three, 
the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate  per  i.ooo  li\'e  and  still  births 
was  2^1.8  and  that  for  En, inland  and  Wales,  20.7. 
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DEATHS 


A  total  of  134  deaths,  74  male  and  60  female,  was  registered  during 
the  year,  compared  with  121,  in  1958,  giving  a  corrected  death  rate  of 
15.06  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  corresponding  rate  for  the 
country  was  11.6. 

In  1959,  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 
was  22,  in  the  previous  year  it  was  26,  so  that  excluding  these,  the  deaths 
of  residents  of  the  district  numbered  112,  in  1959,  compared  with  95, 
in  1958,  again  a  slight  increase  as  was  the  case  last  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  out  of  the  112  deaths,  19  lived  to  the 
80  and  80-h  age  groups,  giving  a  percentage  of  17  of  the  total  deaths,  a 
fairlyhigh  figure. 


Natural  Increase  of  Population 

As  the  total  number  of  births  was  slightly  less  in  the  district  in  1959, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  slightly  higher,  the  natural  increase  of  popu 
lation  showed  a  reduction  to  44,  from  95,  in  1958.  This  approximated 
the  lower  figures  in  1957  of  59,  and  in  the  previous  two  years  of  32. 


Infant  Mortality 

It  is  extremely  pleasing  to  report  that  for  the  hrst  year  in  the  history 
of  the  urban  district,  there  was  no  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of 
age  registered  during  the  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  country  was  22.2  per  1,000  live 
births. 

A  graph  on  page  6  has  been  compiled  showing  the  infant  mortality 
rates  for  the  district  yearly  since  1945,  compared  with  the  rates  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  graph  is  interesting  as  it  shows  the  greater  fluctuation 
of  the  rates  in  the  district  which  would  be  expected  on  account  of  the 
much  fewer  numbers  involved.  The  National  rate  is  one  of  steady 
decline,  whereas  the  Prudhoe  rate  shows  two  curves.  The  trough  of  the 
first  curve  occurred  in  1953,  when  the  rate  was  6.7  and  the  trough  of  the 
second  in  1959,  when  the  rate  was  nil.  As  has  been  noted  several  times 
in  previous  reports,  infection  as  a  cause  of  infant  mortality  has  been 
virtually  eliminated  and  deaths  during  the  last  seven  years  were  mainly 
due  to  congenital  malformations.  This  latter  cause  did  not  occur  in 
1959,  though  one  death  from  congenital  malformation  occurred  after  the 
end  of  the  first  year. 

The  neo-natal  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1959,  was  15.8 
per  1,000  live  births. 


Maternal  Mortality 

Eor  the  third  year  in  succession,  no  death  from  pregnancy  and 
childbirth  occurred  in  the  district.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.38  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1945  to  1959 


t> 


1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  (953  1954  (955  1956  (957  1950  1959 
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Individual  Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

I 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

■ — • 

Syphilitic  disease  . . 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  .  . 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  .  . 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections .  . 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases .  . 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  . 

.1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  . 

j 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

I 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

I 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

12 

14  (i) 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

16 

II 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4  (2) 

Other  heart  disease 

7  (i) 

4  (2) 

Other  circulatory  disease 

I  (J) 

I  (I) 

Influenza  .  . 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

2  (2) 

2  (2) 

Bronchitis  .  . 

4  (4) 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  , 

I  (I) 

I  (1) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

I 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  . 

I  (I) 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— ■ 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases  .  . 

9  (i) 

3  (2) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

I 

All  other  accidents 

3 

— ■ 

Suicide 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

74  (ii) 

60  (ii) 

(Figures  in  brackets  denote  deaths 

in  the 

Prudhoe  & 

Monkton  Hospital). 

46  Deaths  occurred  in  the  classification  of  “  Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases,”  the  largest  group,  compared  with  41  deaths  in  this  group  in 
the  previous  year.  Seven  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  Prudhoe  and 
Monkton  Hospital. 

Deaths  from  “  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  ”  were  similar 
in  both  years,  26  being  registered  in  1959  and  25,  in  1958.  Deaths  in 
this  classification  have  shown  a  slight  increase  during  the  last  few  years. 

The  total  of  deaths  from  “  Malignant  neoplasm  ”  of  all  types  was  19. 
In  1958,  there  were  20  such  deaths  and  in  1957,  Little  significant 
change  was  shown  in  the  figures  for  the  two  years,  in  each  of  the  last 
three  years,  there  have  been  two  deaths  from  ”  Malignant  neoplasm  of 
the  lung  and  bronchus,” 
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Deaths  from  “  Pneumonia  ”  and  “  Bronchitis  ”  were  again  similar 
in  both  years,  12  being  registered  in  1959  and  13,  in  1958. 

An  unusual  feature  of  the  individual  causes  of  death  was  the  increase 
in  those  from  “  Influenza  ”  which  amounted  to  six  occurring  in  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year  when  Influenza  was  fairly  prevalent  in  the 
district.  No  death  from  Influenza  was  recorded  in  1958.  In  1957,  four 
deaths  were  registered,  again  at  a  time  when  Influenza  was  prevalent. 

A  child  of  four  years  of  age  died  from  Acute  Lymphoblastic  Leuk¬ 
aemia. 

As  in  1957  and  1958,  one  death  was  registered  from  a  “  Motor  vehicle 
accident.”  In  1956,  three  such  deaths  were  registered.  The  accident 
in  1959,  occurred  to  a  child  of  two  years  of  age  who  was  accidently  run 
over  by  a  van. 

Under  the  grouping  of  ”  All  other  accidents,”  three  deaths  were 
registered,  compared  with  none  in  1958  and  four,  in  1957.  Two  deaths 
in  1959  were  of  middle  aged  men,  one  a  colliery  accident  and  the  other  an 
accident  at  work.  The  other  death  was  an  accident  in  the  home  of  a  man 
of  75  years  of  age  who  fractured  his  spine  in  a  fall  downstairs. 

There  has  been  no  death  from  ”  Suicide  ”  registered  during  the  last 
four  years. 


TABLE  OF  DEATH  AND  BIRTH  RATES 
COMPARED  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Year 

General  D 
per  1,000 

eath  Rate 
Population 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

1945 

8.9 

11.4 

67.6 

46.0 

15-3 

16.1 

1946 

10.16 

II-5 

60.8 

43-0 

15-8 

19. 1 

1947 

10. 1 

12.0 

60.24 

41.0 

17-95 

20.5 

1948 

9.2 

10.8 

51-7 

34-0 

18.73 

17.9 

1949 

9.5 

II. 7 

52.9 

32.0 

16.16 

16.7 

1950 

10.2 

II. 6 

51-8 

29.8 

14.23 

15-8 

1951 

9.2 

12.5 

47.6 

29.6 

13-3 

15-5 

1952 

9.6 

II-3 

30-3 

27.6 

14.05 

15-3 

1953 

12.5 

11.4 

6.7 

26.8 

14.67 

15-5 

^954 

13.08 

II-3 

16.9 

25-5 

11.25 

15-2 

1955 

13-4 

II. 7 

30-5 

24.9 

13-5 

15.0 

1956 

14.2 

II. 7 

66.6 

23.8 

12.5 

15-7 

1957 

12.2 

Ji-5 

54-0 

23.0 

14.7 

16.1 

1958 

12.8 

II. 7 

J  2.2 

22.5 

17-5 

16.4 

1959 

15.06 

1 1.6 

0.0 

22.2 

15.2 

16.5 
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II.— TUBERCULOSIS 

One  death  was  registered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  a  male,  but 
none  from  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  In  1958,  no  death 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  registered  and  one  from  the  non- 
pulmonary  form.  During  the  last  few  years,  the  mortality  rate  from 
tuberculosis  has  gradually  declined  for  this  district  as  has  the  national 
rate.  The  tuberculosis  death  rate  (pulmonary)  was  .09  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion  and  that  for  the  country  was  .077. 

Notifications  of  the  disease  showed  a  welcome  decrease  to  a  total  of 
six  (3  male  and  3  female)  cases  during  the  year,  compared  with  a  total  of 
13  cases  notified  during  the  previous  year.  Notifications  among  residents 
were  two  (i  male  and  i  female),  both  over  45  years,  whereas  in  1958,  nine 
cases  of  pulmonary  tubercle  were  notified.  Notifications  at  the  Prudhoe 
and  Monkton  Hospital  were  2  male  and  2  female  cases,  compared  with  2 
female  cases  in  1958.  No  case  of  non-pulmonary  tubercle  was  notified  in 
1959,  compared  with  two,  in  1958. 

There  was  one  inward  transfer  to  the  district  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulwionavy 

Male  Female  Male  Female  Total 
31st  December,  1958  34  25  ii  6  76 

31st  December,  1959  29  16  ii  6  62 

Classification  of  new  cases  Notified  in  1959 

Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary 


Male 

Female  Male 

Female 

Under  i  year 

.  .  — • 

—  — • 

— 

I — 5  years 

.  .  - - - 

— ,  — 

— ■ 

5—15  years 

.  .  - 

—  — 

— , 

J5— 25  years 

..  -(I) 

-(I)  - 

— 

25—35  years 

..  -(1) 

— ■  — 

— ■ 

35—45  years 

.  .  — 

-(I)  - 

— ■ 

45  and  over 

I 

I  — 

- ■ 

1(2) 

1(2)  — 

— 

(Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  cases  indicated  in  brackets) 

The  decline  in  incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  very  welcome  and  con 
forms  to  the  trend  throughout  the  country.  Continuous  efforts  are  made 
in  the  fields  of  prevention  and  case  finding. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  district  in  September  and 
industry  in  January  and  September,  1959.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out 
are  as  follows  (excluding  industry) 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  number  X-rayed  ..  -.149  173  322 

Number  recalled  for  large  film  X-ray  325 


to 


The  total  number  ot  322  persons  x-rayed  is  155  fewer  than  the  total 
number  x-rayed  in  1958  (477),  but  this  drop  will  no  doubt  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  unit  visited  the  Works  in  January,  1959, 

when  483  persons  were  x-rayed.  Many  of  these  people  would,  of  course, 
be  Prudhoe  residents. 

Patients  from  the  district  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Hexham  under 
the  Senior  Chest  Physician  and  admittance  to  the  various  sanatoria  in 
the  region  is  achieved  without  delay.  Family  contacts  of  cases  are  kept 
under  surveillance  by  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  health  visitors  of  the 
district  and  B.C.G.,  vaccination  given  to  children  at  risk  and  the  older 
age  groups  at  the  schools,  v/ith  the  parents’  consent. 

As  in  previous  years,  special  attention  was  paid  to  the  housing  con¬ 
ditions  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

The  sanatorium  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  is  for  the 
treatment  of  mentally  disordered  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
and  admits  patients  from  other  institutions  in  different  parts  of  ths  region, 
A  table  is  appended  giving  the  number  of  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Pulmonary  Non -Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female  Total 

31st  December,  1958  23  16  2  i  42 

31st  December,  1959  26  14  2  i  43 


III.— GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 

In  1959,  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notihed  was  443, 
the  numbers  for  the  previous  years  were  72,  in  1958  and  218,  in  1957. 
The  large  increase  in  the  total  number  of  notihed  cases  was  almost  en¬ 
tirely  due  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  in  the  district,  379  cases  being 
notified. 

Measles. 

The  big  increase  in  the  Measles  notiheations  commenced  in  April 
and  continued  steadily  for  the  next  hve  months  at  a  fairly  low  rate  of 
notiheation,  but  in  October,  58  cases  were  notihed  and  in  November, 
which  showed  the  highest  incidence,  106  cases  were  notihed.  After  this 
there  was  a  slight  monthly  decrease  to  65  cases  in  December. 

The  outbreak  was  mainly  in  the  younger  children  of  from  4  to  6  years 
of  age,  children  of  these  age  groups  being  chiefl3^  at  risk.  1957  was  the 
last  year  of  biennial  increase  when  139  cases  were  notihed.  In  1958, 
three  cases  only  were  notihed. 

Leaflets  on  “Measles”  were  supplied  to  the  general  practitioners  and 
health  visitors  for  distribution  to  parents  and  were  placed  at  salient 
points  in  the  district. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

An  increase  occurred  in  the  notiheations  of  Scarlet  Fever  to  28,  from 
nine,  in  1958  and  24,  in  1957.  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the 
year  reaching  a  peak  in  May  when  ii  cases  were  notihed.  All  were  of  a 
mild  type  and  several  occurred  in  families. 


II 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  especially  low,  eight  cases  only 
being  notified,  as  against  23,  in  1958.  This  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
Whooping  Cough  has  been  noticeable  during  the  last  few  years  coincident 
with  the  increase  in  the  protection  against  the  disease. 

A  graph  has  been  compiled  on  page  12  showing  in  diagrammatic  form 
the  rapid  decrease  in  incidence  as  the  yearly  figures  of  children  immunised 
against  Whooping  Cough  have  risen. 

Dysentery. 

Fifteen  cases  were  notified,  whereas  in  1958,  34  cases  occurred.  Of 
the  cases  in  1959,  five  were  children  at  the  Hospital  and  ten,  residents  of 
the  district.  The  cases  were  sporadic  ones  only,  the  highest  incidence 
being  in  June  when  six  cases  were  notified.  Several  symptomless  excreters 
were  found  among  the  home  contacts  and  all  were  kept  under  surveillance 
until  clear. 

Food  Poisoning. 

As  in  1958,  no  notified  case  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred  compared 
with  four  in  1957  27,  in  1956,  when  there  was  an  outbreak  due  to 

Salmonella  Typhi-murium. 

One  case  of  Salmonellosis  occurred  in  a  child  of  2  years  of  age  in 
February.  The  organism  isolated  from  the  stools  was  Salmonella  Kiambu 
No  link  with  food  could  be  found. 

Poliomyelitis. 

In  1958,  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified,  but  there  were  no 
notifications  of  the  disease  in  1959. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  proceeded  apace  during  the  year 
and  extended  to  young  adults  up  to  26  years  of  age. 

Influenza. 

Nine  cases  of  Virus  Pneumonia  were  notihed,  one  in  February  and 
eight,  in  March. 

In  early  February,  the  claims  for  sickness  benefit  had  risen  30%  on 
the  figures  for  the  previous  week.  These  figures  continued  to  rise  during 
the  month  of  February  and  in  the  last  week  were  300%  higher  than  the 
number  of  normal  claims  during  the  previous  nine  months. 

Influenza,  mainly  of  a  mild  type,  colds  and  bronchitis,  were  preva¬ 
lent  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

The  general  practitioners  in  the  district  co-operated  with  tlie  Public 
Health  Department  as  in  former  years  in  keeping  a  close  watch  for  initial 
ca.ses  of  Influenza  as  distinct  fron  the  common  cold  and  its  complications 
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DIAGRAMATIC  GRAPH  SHOWING  THE  INCIDENCE  OF  WHOOPING 

COUGH  IN  YEARS  1952  to  1959. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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FOOD  POISONING 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  Returned  to  Registrar 
General: — ■ 

ist  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Total 


Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents. 

Total  outbreaks  .  .  Nil.  Total  cases  :  .  .  Nil. 

Outbreaks  due  to  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(e)  Other  bacteria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause. 


Total  outbreaks  .  .  Nil  Total  cases  .  .  Nil 

Single  Cases. 

Agent  identihed  .  .  Nil  Unknown  cause  .  .  Nil 


Total  .  .  Nil 

Salmonella  Infections,  Not  Food -Borne. 

Salmonella  (type)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Kiambu 

Outbreaks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  cases  (outbreaks)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Single  cases  .  .  ....  .  .  .  .  One 

Total  number  of  cases  (Outbreaks  and 

Single  Cases)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  One 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  examination  of  faeces,  ice  cream,  milk  and  water  was  carried 


out  at  the  Public  Health 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Bacteriological  Reports. 

Laboratory,  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road, 

Results 

Positive  Negative  Total 

Faeces 

.  .  2  14 

16 

Sputum  .  . 

.  .  I  — 

1 

Throat  swabs 

- -  2 

2 

Vaginal  swabs 

Totals  . .  3  16 

19 

IV.— NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease,  or  being  aged  and  infirm,  are  living  in  in¬ 
sanitary  conditions  and  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Several  elderly  persons  were  visited  during  the  year  and  suitable 
action  taken,  generally  by  means  of  the  provision  of  domestic  help 
through  the  Home  Help  Service.  In  one  or  two  cases,  arrangements  were 
facilitated  for  elderly  persons  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 

No  formal  action  was  however  necessary. 

Section  50 — Burial  of  the  Dead. 

No  formal  action  was  required  under  this  section. 
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V.— HOUSING. 


During  1959,  the  Council  resumed  its  building  programme  on  the 
West  Wylam  Estate  after  a  year  of  complete  “shut  down”  of  house 
building  in  1958.  On  Stages  I  and  II  of  the  West  Wylam  Scheme,  322 
houses  had  been  erected  and  in  the  latter  months  of  1959,  a  contract  to 
build  a  further  89  houses  was  commenced.  At  31st  December,  1959,  40 
houses  had  been  completed  and  occupied.  This  scheme  will  result  in  all 
the  families  living  in  condemned  properties  in  the  old  West  Wylam  village 
being  rehoused  early  in  i960. 

During  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
confirmed  the  Mickley  Square  Clearance  Order  which  consists  of  Cross 
Row  -  12  houses.  High  Row  North  and  South  -  59  houses.  Low  Row  North 
and  South  -  86  houses  and  West  Street  -  10  houses,  giving  a  total  of  167 
houses.  The  rehousing  of  the  Mickley  Square  families  at  the  West  Wylam 
Estate  was  expected  to  commence  early  in  i960. 

Two  small  schemes  (a)  14  single  bedroomed  houses  at  Paddock  Wood, 
Oaklands  Estate  and  (b)  6  three  bedroomed  houses  at  Homedale  were 
commenced  at  the  end  of  1959. 


VI.—ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  West  Wylam  Colliery  Spoilbank  which  had  been  smouldering 
for  several  years,  was  practically  da,mped  down  during  1959  due  to  ener¬ 
getic  action  by  the  National  Coal  Board,  who  carried  out  considerable 
work  on  the  spoilbank,  levelling  off  and  using  continuous  sprays  of  water. 

The  Council  adopted  the  byelaws  in  which  only  fireplaces  able  to  burn 
smokeless  fuel  should  be  fitted  in  new  houses. 


VII.—WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  area  of  the  urban  district  is  served  by  the  mains  of  the  New 
castle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

The  last  private  supply,  a  well,  was  discontinued  during  the  year 
and  a  piped  main  supply  provided. 

Water  samples  taken  at  various  times  throughout  the  year  were 
found  to  be  completely  satisfactory,  as  in  previous  years. 


VII.— FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  under  the  Eood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Regular  visits  to  food  premises  were  made  and  employees  given 
advice  and  instructions. 

Posters  on  food  hygiene  were  posted  in  suitable  places  throughout 
the  district  and  talks  to  various  food  handlers,  school  children  and 
student  nurses  at  the  hospital  wore  given. 

Five  samples  of  ice  cream  and  seven  milk  samples  were  talcen  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  In  all  cases 
the  samples  were  completely  satisfactory. 


i6 

IX.— WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  of  the  district,  having  com¬ 
pleted  their  survey  of  the  number  of  old  people  in  five  year  age  groups 
from  6o  to  8o+  resident  in  the  urban  district  requiring  chiropody  service, 
made  preparation  during  the  year  for  the  commencement  of  such  a  ser 
vice.  This  was  ultimately  started  in  March,  i960. 

During  1959,  only  one  or  two  urgent  chiropody  treatments  were  given. 

These  details  have  been  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  T.  Philipson,  Honor 
ary  Secretary  of  the  Committee. 

X.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  details  of  this  section  have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Tweddle, 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

Hospitals. 

During  the  year,  the  following  additional  accommodation 
and  extensions  were  carried  out  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hos 
pital  ; — 

Nurses’  Home  Unit. 

Sick  Hospital. 

Kitchen  and  Dining  Extensions. 

Laundry  Extensions. 

Garage,  Eire  Station  and  Workshop. 

Nurses’  Training  School. 

Villa  for  Babies. 

Villa  for  Troublesome  Female  Patients. 

Villa  for  Troublesome  Male  Patients. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  ad 
luitted  to  the  Walker  Gate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Tuberculosis. 

As  previously  mentioned  in  the  report,  cases  from  the  urban 
district  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Plexham  under  the  Consultant 
Chest  Physician  and  when  in-patient  treatment  is  required  are  ad¬ 
mitted  to  one  of  the  sanatoria  or  to  the  Walker  Gate  Hospital  almost 
immediately. 

(b)  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES. 

(Services  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7  and  the  care  of  the  buildings  under 
Service  2  are  administered  by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub.  Committee 
of  the  Northumberland  County  Council.  The  other  services  are 
directly  administered  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council). 

I .  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service. 

Three  nurse/mid  wives  cover  these  services  in  the  urban 
district  -  Nurse  L.  Kerr,  3,  Gordon  Terrace,  Prudhoe,  Nurse,  Savage, 
47,  West  Road,  Prudhoe  and  relief  Nurse  Mrs.  Bolam,  7,  South  Road, 
Prudhoe  and  the  Stocksficld  nurse  does  part  relief  and  holiday  cover 
as  required. 
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2.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  the  Council  Yard,  Prudhoe  holds 
sessions  for  babies,  children,  expectant  mothers,  dental,  eye  and 
orthopaedic  treatment  as  follows  ; — 

Children  s  Sessions  :  Every  Wednesday,  9-30  a.m.,  to  12  noon. 

I  -30  p.m.,  to  4  p.m,. 

Ante -Natal  Sessions  :  Every  Tuesday,  1-30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Every  Friday,  1-30  p.m.,  to  4  p.m. 

Eye  Sessions  :  2nd  Thursday  in  every  month,  9-30  a.m.,  to  12  noon. 

I -30  p.m.,  to  4  p.m. 

Orthopaedic  Sessions  :  ist,  3rd  &  4th  Thursday 

in  every  month,  9-30  a.m.,  to  12  noon. 

I  -30  p.m.,  to  4  p.m. 

A  speech  therapist  also  attends  every  Monday,  9-30  a.m,.,  to  12  noon. 


3.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Throughout  the  year,  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was 
carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  by  the 
general  practitioners  of  the  district.  153  Primary  courses  were  com¬ 
pleted,  as  compared  with  132  in  the  previous  year.  At  the  31st 
December,  1959,  a  total  of  91%,  (91%)  of  children  in  the  district 
under  15  years  of  age  had  been  immunised  at  some  time  during  their 
lives,  of  children  o  -  4  years,  75%  (76%),  children  5  -  14  years,  98% 
(98%)  had  also  received  a  course.  The  hgures  in  brackets  indicate 
those  for  the  previous  year. 

As  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  campaign  was  in  progress 
all  during  the  year,  the  hgures  show  surprisingly  little  decrease  on 
those  for  previous  years  and  speak  well  of  the  interest  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  all  concerned,  especially  the  parents. 

The  Immunity  Index  which  gives  the  percentage  of  children 
in  different  age  groups  immunised  during  the  last  hve  years  showed 
a  slight  decrease  on  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  Immunity 
Index  of  all  children  under  15  years  was  55%  (58%),  of  children 
under  i  year  of  age  25%  (26%),  of  children  i  -  4  years  90%  (94%) 
and  of  children  5  -  14  years  45%  (50%). 

The  importance  of  keeping  up  the  level  of  immunity  of  the 
children  at  risk  is  continually  being  kept  in  mind.  The  hgures  for 
children  under  one  year  and  up  to  school  age  were  good  and  it  is 
hoped  to  intensify  the  campaign  for  refresher  doses  for  the  older 
children  now  that  the  peak  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  been 
reached. 


Whooping  Cough. 

In  1959,  149  children  were  protected  against  Whooping  Cough 
compared  with  122,  in  1958.  As  has  been  the  pattern  for  the  last  few 
years,  protection  was  practically  entirely  by  the  triple  antigens  of 
diphtheria,  pertussis  and  tetanus.  The  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  the  district  has  steadily  declined. 
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Tetanus 

Protection  against  Tetanus  by  means  of  the  triple  vaccine 
in  >oung  children  has  become  almost  routine.  A  total  of  148  children 
were  vaccinated  against  Tetanus  during  the  year  compared  with  100 
in  1958  and  ten,  in  1957- 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  vaccination  against  Smallpox  had 
considerably  increased  from  82  primary  vaccinations  in  1958  to  124, 
in  1959,  with  four  revaccinations.  Concerted  efforts  by  the  doctors 
and  health  visitors  have  produced  good  results  during  the  last  three 
years,  as  previous  to  this  very  few  vaccinations  were  done.  Primary 
vaccinations  against  Smallpox  numbered  27,  in  1956,  20,  in  1955  and 
five,  in  1954- 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

The  campaign  of  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  proceeded 
with  great  vigour  throughout  the  year.  In  the  South  Area,  a  total  of 
20,000  children  up  to  15  years  of  age  had  received  two  injections  by 
the  end  of  the  year  as  had  also  1,049  expectant  mothers  and  309 
other  persons,  including  hospital  staff. 

The  age  was  extended  to  include  young  persons  up  to  16 
years  of  age  and  2,948  were  vaccinated. 

In  addition,  15,226  third  injections  were  given. 

This  result  was  only  achieved  by  the  close  co-operation  and 
team  work  of  the  doctors,  both  general  practitioners  and  medical 
superintendents  of  the  hospitals,  of  the  health  visitors  and  of  the 
clerical  staff  of  the  Area  Offi.ce  who  at  times  were  almost  inundated 
with  enquiries  and  particularly  by  the  enthusiasm  and  co-operation 
of  the  parents. 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  in  the  urban  district  was 
very  satisfactory. 

4.  Ambulance  Service. 

A  driver  and  ambulance  stationed  at  4,  High  Row  South, 
Mickley  Square,  Stocksfield  (Telephone  No.  3110  Stocksfield)  con¬ 
tinued  to  function  as  in  former  years.  The  radio  controlled  ambulance 
is  in  direct  communication  with  the  Throckley  Station  at  Westway, 
Throckley  (Telephone  No.  67-4535  Lemington).  Messages  from  4  p.m. 
to  8  a.m.,  on  weekdays  and  from  noon  on  Saturdays  to  8  a.m., 
on  Mondays  go  direct  to  the  central  depot  at  Wideopen  and  are  re¬ 
layed  to  either  the  Prudhoe  ambulance  or  the  Throckley  Station. 
Ambulances  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  act  as  cover  when 
necessary. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  ambulance  at  Prudhoe  made  a 
total  of  718  (669)  journeys,  carried  3,503  (3,541)  patients,  including 
130  (158)  accident  and  emergency  cases  and  260  (228)  stretcher  cases 
and  did  a  total  of  29,447  (28,893)  miles.  Additional  journeys  were  of 
course  made  by  the  ambulances  of  the  Throckley  Station  and  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society. 

It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  erect  a  new  3  -bay  garage  and 
house  for  the  driver  at  Prudhoe.  Approval  of  a  site  at  West  Wylam 
was  being  sought. 
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5  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  continued  to  provide  valuable  help  in  the  home 
especially  to  old  and  infirm  people.  During  the  year,  a  total  of  105 
cases  were  served  of  whom  96  were  old  age,  infirm  and  chronic  cases. 
This  was  a  slight  increase  on  the  previous  year.  Five  cases  of  con¬ 
finement,  one  of  acute  illness  and  three  blind  persons  were  also  ser¬ 
ved,  a  total  of  105  patients,  compared  with  100,  in  1958  and  68,  in 
1957- 

The  service  proved  invaluable  in  helping  to  keep  the  elderly 
in  their  own  homes,  many  to  the  last. 

6.  Nursing  Care  Committees. 

The  two  Nursing  Care  Committees  of  the  district,  one  at 
Prudhoe  and  the  other  at  Mickley,  continued  their  services.  Requests 
were  not  numerous  but  the  committees  fulfil  a  useful  function.  The 
Honorary  Secretaries  are  ; — 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Knox,  i.  Grange  Terrace,  Prudhoe. 

Mr.  B.  Nichols,  4,  Aged  Miners’  Homes,  Mickley  Square. 

The  South  Area  Health  Sub.  Committee  provided  other  items 
of  equipment,  the  larger  ones  held  in  stock  at  the  office  and  the 
smaller  ones  by  the  district  nurses. 

7.  Care  and  After-Care. 

The  two-monthly  meetings  of  the  Newburn  and  Prudhoe 
After-Care  Sub.  Committee  were  held  as  in  former  years  and  milk 
was  supplied  to  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  occasionally 
to  patients  suffering  from  other  lung  and  heart  diseases  and  travel¬ 
ling  expenses  of  relatives  to  hospital  paid  in  suitable  cases. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1959 


To  Dr.  Madge  Hopper, 

Once  again  it  my  pleasing  duty  to  submit  to  you  my  annual 
report. 

INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  n 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  131 

Stables  and  Piggeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  10 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Factories  .  .  .  .  ■  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  5^ 

Bakehouses  ,  .  .  .  •  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  6 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  62 

Places  of  Entertainment  and  Licensed  Premises  .  .  12 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  374 

Rats  and  Mice  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  60 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (Clean  Air  Act)  .  .  _  .  .  .  .  21 

Schools,  Shops  and  Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  .  .  300 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  976 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  no 
Slaughterhouses,  Butchers,  Canteens,  Dairies,  Fish¬ 
mongers,  Grocers  and  Food  Preparing  Premises  .  .  188 

Ice-Cream  Retailers,  Manufacturers  and  Restaurants  .  .  32 

Street  Hawkers’  Carts  and  Vehicles  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  including  Milk  and  Ice  Cream 

Sampling  .  .  .  .  . .  .  •  .  •  •  •  4^ 

2,427 

Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  .  .  .  71 

Number  of  Nuisances  Abated  .  .  .  .  71 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Served  .  .  67 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Complied  With  67 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  .  .  112 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With  no 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  .  .  — 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  With  — 

General  Administration  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

During  the  year,  321  enquiries  and  complaints  were  received  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  in  each  case  investigation  and  suitable 
action  was  taken. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Eighteen  ash  privies  were  removed  and  replaced  by  water  carriage 
at  the  following  properties  : — ■ 


Nos.  I  to  5,  Beech  Street 

Mickley  Farm  Cottage 

Nos.  I  to  6,  South  View,  Mickley  Square 

2a,  St.  Thomas’  Terrace 

Nos.  6  &  7,  Beech  Street 

Nos.  lo  &  II,  High  Mickley  .  . 

5,  Wesley  Street 


5 

I 

6 

1 

2 
2 
I 


The  conversion  of  six  privies  at  South  View,  Mickley  Square  com¬ 
pleted  a  scheme  which  had  commenced  in  1958  and  arrangements  were 
in  hand  to  have  the  street  between  North  and  South  Views  tarmacadam - 
med.  The  privy  conversions  at  Beech  Street,  West  Mickley  also  removed 
from  this  small  village  the  last  insanitary  convenience  where  in  the  past 
five  years  all  the  70  houses  have  been  provided  with  water  carriage. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  over  200  privies  in  use  but 
with  the  slum  clearance  schemes  of  the  Council  at  West  Wylam  and 
Mickley  Square  it  is  hoped  to  reduce  this  number  fairly  considerably  by 
the  end  of  i960. 

The  matters  listed  below  give  an  indication  of  the  various  repair 
details  carried  out  to  houses  in  1959  : — 


Dampness  abated  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Walls  and  ceiling  plaster  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  21 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  and  chimney  stacks  repointed  61 

Walls  repointed  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired.  .  12 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Window  frames  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

W.Cs.,  renewed,  repaired  or  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Water  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Yard  surfaces  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ii 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

Dustbins  renewed  and  additional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  90 

Food  stores  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Accumulations  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  lo 

Scullery  sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Gullies  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  •  .  •  9 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

New  drainage.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Privies  and  privy  ashpits  abolished  ,  .  ,  ,  .  .  26 
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HOUSING 


New  Houses  Completed 
During  the  Year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  . 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing 

58 

— 

58 

Authority 

— 

10 

10 

(c)  By  private  persons 

7 

7 

Total  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  District  .  .  3.002 


Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  1,300 

ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 
Closing  and  Demolition  No.  of  houses. 

1 .  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  4 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

and  not  included  in  above  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  2 

Repairs 

Houses  made  fit. 

5.  By  informal  action  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  35 

6.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice 

j.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

s'  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction  .  .  ■ — 

Houses  patched. 

9.  Houses  in  clearance  areas  still  in  use  at  end  of  year  for 
temporary  accommodation.  .  . .  . .  .  . 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 
House  Purchase  &  Housing  Act,  1959 

A.  Discretionary  Grants  No.  of  separate 

houses 


1 .  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  during  year  .  .  7 

2.  Applications  rejected.  .  ••  ••  ••  ••  “ 

3.  Applications  approved  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  7 

4  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  .  .  .  .  ;£200 

5!  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  area  since 

inception  of  scheme  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  94 


B.  Standard  Grants. 

I ,  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants  were  made 
during  the  year  .  .  •  • 

2  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with  : 

(a)  Bath  or  shower  .  . 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin  . 

(c)  Hot  water  supply 

(d)  Water  Closet 

(e)  Food  Store 
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BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

gtli  October,  1950.  Model  Byelaws, Series  (i).  Ministry  of  Food. 

Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

For  securing  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in 
connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  de¬ 
livery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

3ist  December,  1953  Model  Byelaws  (Buildings). 


Housing. 

Building  of  council  houses  was  resumed  in  the  Autumn  of  1959  and 
40  families  were  removed  into  new  houses  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Demolition  of  the  following  houses  took  place  -  West  Lodge,  Prud.hoe 
and  Monkton  Hospital  -  Gate  House,  West  Wylam  (Toll  House)  -  Nos. 
25,  26,  27  and  28,  The  Terrace  and  Knowes  Farm  Flouse,  Prudhoe.  De 
molition  commenced  in  Percy  Street,  West  Wylam. 

Drainage  Work. 

A  considerable  amount  of  drainage  work  was  carried  out  at  the 
Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  where  extensive  additional  buildings 
were  under  construction.  This  involved  several  visits  to  the  hospital. 

Drainage  work  in  connection  with  new  properties,  extensions  and 
alterations  was  visited  and  inspected. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Council  own  two  conveniences,  one  at  Branch  End  and  the  other 
at  Prudhoe  Road  Ends.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  these 
premises  in  good  order  and  at  all  times  in  a  clean  condition,  but  from 
time  to  time  wilful  damage  has  been  caused  which  resulted  in  inconven¬ 
ience  and  annoyance  to  users.  These  premises  are  provided  for  the  public 
at  some  cost  to  the  ratepayers  and  it  is  rather  disturbing  to  hnd  that 
vandalism  occurs  which  has  the  effect  of  causing  further  expense  to  the 
local  authority. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  (House  and  Trade  Refuse). 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  very 
few  complaints  from  householders  having  been  received  during  1959- 

The  Council  have  four  refuse  collection  vehicles,  only  three  of  which 
are  in  use  at  a  time,  with  a  small  7  cu.  yds.,  vehicle  in  reserve. 

Registration  No.  Year  Purchased  Capacity 


KBB  118 

1946 

7  cubic  yards 

ETY  298 

1951 

7  >> 

JNL  986 

1955 

10  ,,  ,, 

NNL  624 

1958 

16  ,, 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  KBB  118  is  now  in  its  15th  year  and 
ETY  298  its  tenth  and  it  reflects  considerable  credit  on  the  Chargehand 
Mechanic,  Mr.  S.  Walton,  for  his  work  in  the  Council’s  garage  in  main¬ 
taining  the  vehicles  in  such  a  satisfactory  condition  considering  the 
rough  roads  and  dusty  conditions  in  which  the  vehicles  have  to  work. 
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Refuse  vehicles  by  the  nature  of  the  kind  of  waste  matters  which  have  to 
be  carried  are  subjected  to  greater  wear  and  tear  than  normal  transport 
vehicles  and  generally  after  a  life  of  lo  to  12  years  can  be  considered  to 
have  passed  their  useful  economic  life. 

Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the  drivers  of  vehicles  who  have 
operated  without  any  serious  accident  for  several  years  and  to  the  loaders 
who  have  worked  in  very  bad  weather  conditions  to  maintain  the  collec¬ 
tions. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

The  register  at  the  end  of  1959  was  as  folllows  : — 


Garages  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Joiners’  and  Builders’  Premises  .  .  .  .  7 

Boot  Repairers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Sanitary  Pipes  and  Brickworks  .  .  3 

Blacksmiths’  and  Light  Engineering  .  .  2 

Battery  Charging  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Chemical  Works  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

Sand  and  Gravel  Extraction  .  .  .  .  i 

iNIiscellaneous  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  c 

)f 

Ins¬ 

pections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

24 

26 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

Total 

21 

20 

- 

_ _ 

4 

6 

49 

52 

— 

— 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases 

in  which  Defects  were  found 

Particulars 

Referred 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pro¬ 
secutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Overcrowding 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— • 

■ — • 

■ — - 

— ■ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— ■ 

■ — ■ 

• — • 

— ■ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

• — ■ 

■ — ■ 

— • 

■ — ■ 

— ■ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

___ 

_ 

___ 

■ 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— ■ 

— 

OUTWORK 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  OF  Out -Workers 
IN  August 

Wearing  apparel 
(Making,  etc.) 

— 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

TJie  regular  inspection  of  food  premises  continued  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  has  improved  in  the  past  three 
years. 
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The  following  are  the  types  of  food  premises  in  the  district  which  are 
dealt  with  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  relating  to 
Regulations  of  Food  Hygiene  : — 

Butchers  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  5 

Canteens  . .  . .  .  .  . .  •  .  •  •  2 

Clubs  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  3 

General  Dealers  including  Grocers  and  Greengrocers  47 
Hospital  Kitchens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Public  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

School  Kitchens  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Snack  Bars  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

79 


It  has  been  noted  however  that  the  number  of  travelling  shops  and 
sales  vans  is  steadily  increasing  and  routine  inspections  of  these  vehicles 
have  been  done  to  see  if  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  being  carried 
out.  Here  again  the  type  of  mobile  shop  has  improved. 


Unsound  Food 

Surrendered 

••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

30  lbs. 

Pork 

22  lbs. 

Mutton 

loi  lbs. 

Butter 

3  lbs. 

Ox -Tongue,  Cooked  Ham  and  Corned  Beef 

138  lbs. 

Canned  Goods,  etc. 

684  contrs. 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food. 

The  disposal  of  some  unsound  food  was  by  incineration  and  the 
remainder  by  burial  in  the  refuse  tip  at  West  Wylam, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  24  -  Sale  of  Horse  Flesh. 

There  are  no  premises  dealing  in  horse  flesh. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16  -  Registration  of  Premises. 
(Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  of  Sausages,  etc.) 

There  are  43  premises  registered  under  this  section,  three  being 
fried  fish  shops,  eight  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  32  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947. 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  operating  under  these  regulations 
and  his  premises  have  been  examined  at  regular  intervals  and  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

Five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  examined  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  and  in  each 
case  the  result  was  Grade  t. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  63  -  Licensing  of  Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  Front  Street,  Prudhoe  belonging 
to  Co-operative  Societies  but  in  neither  of  them  has  slaughtering  taken 
place  for  the  past  four  years. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954. 

Two  persons  held^^the  necessary  licence  to  stun  and  slaughter 
animals  for  human  consumption. 

Inspection  and  Control  of  Milk  Supplies. 

The  district  of  Prudhoe  is  now  covered  by  the  Milk  (Special  Desig 
nation)  Order,  1959,  Area  No.  i,  which  was  brought  into  force  on  the  6th 
April.  In  this  area,  all  milk  sold  by  retail  must  be  specially  designated 
that  is  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  or  Tuberculin  Tested. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations. 

Number  of  licences  -  13. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations. 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  -  14. 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  Sterilised  -  17. 

The  local  authority  is  responsible  for  the  hygienic  handling  of  milk 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  and  the  following  are 
registered  for  the  sale  of  various  milks  : — • 

West  Wylam  and  Prudhoe  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
Central  Premises  and  6  Branches. 

Blaydon  District  Industrial  and  Provident  Society  Limited, 

3  Branches. 

R.  M.  Johnson  and  Sons,  Edgewell  Dairy,  Prudhoe. 

D.  Robson,  2,  Edgewell  Avenue,  Prudhoe. 

M.  Trotter,  10,  Parkfield  Estate,  Ryton. 

T.  Tait,  Branch  House,  Stocksfield. 

N.  Armstrong,  5,  Eair  View,  Prudhoe. 

F.  R.  Abbott,  38,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe. 

Moores  Stores  Limited,  20,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe. 

L.  &  N.  Stores  Limited,  52,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe. 

W.  E.  Christer,  South  Beech  Grove  Dairy,  Prudhoe. 

Seven  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and  examined  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  and  in  each 
case  the  result  was  satisfactory. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269  -  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Number  of  licences  -  i. 

Stables,  Manure  Pits  and  Piggeries. 

Regular  vists  have  been  made  to  the  above  but  no  particular  nuisance 
has  been  reported  or  found  during  the  year.  This  type  of  place  has  steadily 
decreased  in  the  last  few  years. 

Disinfection'^of  Premises. 

Several  disinfections  were  carried  out  after  some  infectious  cases 
and  after  special  requests  from  householders. 
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Disinfestation  of  Premises. 

During  the  warm  dry  summer  of  1959,  considerable  trouble  was 
experienced  with  the  infestation  of  houses  by  the  clover  mite  particularly 
on  the  West  Wylam  Estate  and  regular  spraying  with  insecticides  was 
necessary. 

In  addition,  infestations  by  ants,  cockroaches  and  other  insects 
were  dealt  with. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment.  Circular  120,  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  two  cinemas  in  Prudhoe  were  visited  from  time  to  time  and  in¬ 
spected  with  regard  to  general  cleanliness  and  sanitation.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  one  cinema  closed  down. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  107. 

Restriction  on  establishment  of  offensive  trade  in  urban  district. 

There  are  no  trades  of  this  kind  in  the  district. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  are  no  pet  shops  in  the  district. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956. 

Under  this  act  which  is  to  secure  the  safety,  health  and  welfare 
of  persons  employed  in  agriculture  and  certain  other  occupations,  no 
action  was  necessary  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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RODENT  CONTROL,  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

This  work  was  carried  out  very  efficiently  throughout  the  year  by  the 
Rodent  Operator,  J.  T.  Robson,  who  dealt  with  complaints  of  infesta¬ 
tions  of  rats  and  mice  in  various  premises.  The  annual  treatment  of  all 
the  Council’s  sewers,  disposal  works  and  refuse  tip  was  carried  out  in  the 
Autumn  and  again  the  sewers  were  found  to  be  clear  of  rats.  Warfarin 
and  sausage  rusk  has  again  proved  to  be  the  most  successful  agent  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 


Type  of  Property 

Non -Agricultural 

(I) 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

(2). 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.Coun- 
cil  Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols,  (i) 
(2)  &  (3) 

(5j 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

12 

2994 

88 

3094 
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2.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of  ; — 
(a)  Notification 

24 

10 

34 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act .  . 

12 

109 

36 

157 

23 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

92 

30 

122 

9 

3.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  reinspections 

30 

171 

5Q 

260 

29 

4.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Section  II) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : 

(a)  Rats  Major 

Minor 

8 

26 

— ■ 

34 

■ — - 

(b)  Mice  Major 

2 

— ■ 

2 

— 

Minor 

2 

29 

4 

35 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (in  Section  IV) 
treated  by  the  L.A. 

12 

55 

4 

71 

6.  Total  treatments  carried 
out  including  re -treatments 

15 

62 

4 

8,1 

— 

30 


Conclusion. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  after  a  complete  stoppage  of  house  build¬ 
ing  by  the  Council  in  1958,  the  West  Wylam  schemes  were  recommenced 
with  the  building  of  89  houses.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  over  50%  of  the 
people  in  condemned  houses  at  West  Wylam  had  been  rehoused  and  it 
was  hoped  to  commence  the  removal  of  families  from  Mickley  Square 
early  in  i960. 

The  Public  Health  Department  under  the  Housing  Acts  has  dealt 
with  the  following  since  1955  i — • 

106  Back-to-back  houses  in  West  Wylam. 

102  Terraced  type  houses  in  West  Wylam. 

8  Beaumont  Cottages. 

8  Alston’s  Yard. 

5  Locomotive  Yard. 

12  Etal  Cottages. 

8  Mickley  Station  Cottages. 

10  Miscellaneous  individual  unfit  houses. 

This  gives  a  total  of  259  properties  from  which  the  families  have 
been  removed  to  new  houses.  When  the  Clearance  Order  for  Mickley 
Square,  167  houses,  confirmed  in  the  Autumn  of  I959>  is  finally  dealt 
with  and  the  occupiers  of  these  houses  rehoused  at  West  Wylam  Estate, 
the  Council  can  feel  justly  proud  of  its  magnificent  housing  efforts  for  an 
authority  of  10,000  population.  It  will  have  removed  426  slum  houses  in¬ 
cluding  250  back-to-back  houses  with  ash  privies.  In  1946,  the  total 
number  of  houses  in  Prudhoe  U.D.Cs.,  area  was  2,240  and  today  it  is  over 
3,000,  it  can  thus  readily  be  seen  that  the  standard  of  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  and  amenities  have  vastly  improved  especially  when  compared 
with  the  fact  that  in  1946,  11%  of  all  houses  in  the  district  were  back-to- 
back. 

During  the  year,  the  usual  amount  of  new  legislation  was  enacted  by 
Parliament  and  a  number  of  circulars  was  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  dealing  with  Clean  Air,  Milk  and  Dairies,  Food  and  Drugs 
and  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959  were  issued  and  came 
into  operation  on  the  15th  June. 

Altogether,  the  department  carried  through  a  varied  programme  of 
work  and  dealt  with  many  difficult  problems.  My  sincere  thanks  are  due 
to  Miss  J.  Gray,  Shorthand -Typist  and  Clerk  who  has  carried  out  her  work 
in  a  very  capable  and  efficient  manner  and  I  have  to  again  record  my 
thanks  for  her  assistance  in  dealing  with  the  many  matters  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  a  Public  Health  Department  and  which  require  both  tact  and 
experience. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  TWEDDLE, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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